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to give gifts to his suppliants on merely looking at their faces. He has emphasized the importance of truthfulness in these words: "the earth may fail, but not thy given word".
Irumpa - 1. Aimponkalul   onm   (One     of the five metals -  Iron)
The Totti mountain not made of iron, belonged to Nalli (Puram. 150:25-28). A certain hero pledged his old iron sword and fed his guest who had come the day before with the money obtained therefor (Puram.3i6:5,6), The dark-handed workmen's loving children, had a smooth skin resembling a fine iron plate without any wrinkles (Peru.222,223) The stag has big black- horns like twisted iron (Akam.4:3,4). The heroine said that the comforting words of her companion that the hero would not make her suffer, gave some hope and support to her anguished love-sick heart, even like water sprinkled on the hot forge of a blacksmith, shaping iron (Nar.i33:7-n). The branch of the punnai tree looked black like iron (Nar. 249:1).
2. Irwnpinalaya karuvikal, anikal (Weapons and jewels made of iron)
Slaughtering the enemy such that the sharp iron weapons got blunted or broken, and thereby winning the war,- were the feats of all the soldiers (and not only the king) (puram.309:i,2). Minstrels were offered a mess of crabs along with cooked rice which had been well-pounded by black pestle made of heart-wood,- its tip covered with an iron band. (ciru. 193-195). Kocar warriors had on their faces the marks made by the iron weapons of their enemies (Akam.9o: 11,12), The long eyes of the heroine were likened to the tender mango cut open by an iron knife (Kali.
64:21.)
Irumporai - I.    Ceraventan (A   Cera monarch) Perunceral Irumporai was the hero of the eighth decad in Patirruppattu while Ilanceral Irumporai was the hero of the ninth. Irumporai   here refers to Ilanceral   Irumporai (Pati.88:9). When Irum-
porai ruled impartially with his righteous sceptre, for many ages it rained in season; the male deer and its mate were happy in the forest; birds and bees chirped and buzzed from the branches; fruits and roots were available at all times; herds of cattle grazed peacefully in the fields; all kinds of cereals grew in abundance (Pati. 89:1-6). See Ilanceral Irumporai, Perunceral Irumporai.
2. Periyamalai (A big hill)
In the beautiful   big hill,   there was   a peacock
with sapphire-blue colour (Aink.43i 12,3).
Jrumaruntu - Co rum Tannlrumakiya   Iruporul   (The two important things, rice and water) Golan Kulamurrattut Tunciya Killivalavan was king of the   land   that produced   in plenty, the two important   things for   life,   rice   and water
(Puram.70:9).
Irumaivl&ai - Imvakai vinaikal(Two kinds of actions, good and bad)
Devotees worshipping Lord Tirumal would be free from the two kinds' of actions, good and bad (Pari. 13:48).
Iruvi - Tinaiyarlnta tdl (The stalk   of   millet   after the corn is reaped)
The cottage was thatched with the stalks of millet after harvesting the corn (Kuri.153). The bean-plant shed amongst the stubble of millet flowers like thick drops of curds; its fruit was curved like a sickle (Maiai.109,110). In the field of the Kurava, after the golden-coloured millet had been eaten by the parrots, the stunted stubble sprouted again after the rain (Kum.i33:i-3). Even after seeing that only stubble stood after the hillmen had harvested the corn, the parrots which were much attached to the field, did not leave the place (Aink.284). The peacock that was scared of the burning brand of the foresters, came dancing like girls playing ball, affrighting the sparrow that was in the stubble of the millet-field (Aink.295:3-s).